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points of his accusation, which consisted in I know
not what pretended sorceries of which we had knowl-
edge. Moreover, he embellished it all with so many
fine words, and argued it so passionately, that the
whole company received these falsehoods as truths.
Note that this malicious spirit, to give more color to
his stories, was reluctant to accept the testimony of
[19] those who he knew were in disrepute on account
of their falsehoods; but if he rejected one of these,
he mentioned fifty others who were ready, he stated,
to confirm his statements.

Our Father Superior, intending to speak, let this
Captain discharge his rage for some time; then, hav-
ing asked a hearing, he closed his mouth in a few
words, with arguments for which he had no answer.
The confusion of this accuser did not prevent another
old man from taking us to task, with as much cun-
ning as the objections he offered were far from the
truth. After all this, the Councilors importunately
urged the Father to produce I know not what piece of
bewitched cloth that he was keeping to the ruin of
the country,—assuring him that his life would be
spared, in case he would admit that it was at our
house. The Father persisting in denying this, ‘‘ That
does not signify,’’ said the President; ‘‘ only let fall
the word, my Nephew; do not fear, it will do thee
no harm.” Finally, the Father, finding himself im-
portuned and urged so obstinately, said to them, ‘‘ If
you do not believe me, send to our house and let
every part of it be searched; and if you are afraid of
being imposed upon, as we have different kinds of
clothes and stuffs, throw them all into the lake.”’
‘“There! that is just the way guilty people and sor-
cerers talk,’’ replied he. ‘‘ How dost thou wish me



